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Why we need “all out” rationing 


SHOEMAKER IN CHICAGO DAILY NEWS 


Point Rationing Goes Into Effect 


HIS is a very important week on 

the home front because it will wit- 
ness the first steps in the establish- 
ment of a sweeping food-rationing 
program. The American people are 
already acquainted with rationing. 
Sugar has been rationed for months 
and so has gasoline. Coffee is-ra- 
tioned, and not long ago shoes were 
added to the list. 


But now a wide variety of foods 
are rationed, and a new plan of oper- 
ating this system is being put into 
effect—a plan which will probably 
last throughout: the war crisis and 
will apply to other articles which, 
from time to time, may be added to 
the rationing program. Meat will 
soon be included on the list. 


Special Issue 


We are devoting a large part of 
this issue of THE AMERICAN OBSERVER 
to an explanation of the rationing 
plan now being put into effect. On 
pages 2 and 3 of this paper you will 
find a detailed description of the pro- 
cedure by which canned goods may 
be purchased. 


This complete explanation of the 
rationing program was prepared by 
the Office of Price Administration 
(OPA). It is being distributed to 
families all over the United States as 
they register this week and receive 
their ration books. 

We are reprinting these explana- 
tions and instructions in this paper 
because each member of every family 
should understand the rationing sys- 
tem and the reasons why it has been 
established. If the plan is to work 
Smoothly and successfully, there 
Must be cooperation on the part of 
every individual and family. 

Students have a large part to play 
in operating the rationing system. 
They should discuss it in the class- 
Toom until they understand it thor- 
Oughly and then should talk it over 
With their parents. They may help 
effectively in planning the family 
budget, in deciding upon the foods 


that should be obtained—upon the 
best use they can make of their ra- 
tion books. 


It is recommended in particular 
that a study be made of using fresh 
fruits and vegetables and dried vege- 
tables as extensively as possible in 
place of the rationed foods. The ra- 
tioning system does not apply to 
them, and often they can be used in 
place of the canned foods and fruit 
juices which have been used so ex- 
tensively in the past by the average 
American family. 

Fruit juices and soups can be made 
in the family kitchen. Greater de- 
pendence may be placed on cereals, 
often combined with vegetables and 
fruits. If all the members of a fam- 
ily understand that there is a short- 
age of certain kinds of foods they 
will, in many cases, find it possible 
to have their own Victory Gardens 
or to join other groups that are plan- 
ning such gardens on a cooperative 
basis. Families will find it possible 
also to preserve their fruits and vege- 
tables. They will learn how to avoid 
waste. 


Everyone should realize that by 
helping to make the rationing plan 
a success he is helping to win the 
war. It is a fact that the war cannot 


be won unless we ship great quan- 
tities of food abroad to our own mili- 
tary forces and allies. Food has 
truly become a weapon of the Sec- 
ond World War, and if we do not 
use that weapon effectively, we may 
lose the war. 


It is necessary, of course, that a 
sufficient amount of food to maintain 


health and strength be retained at. 


home, but the avoidance of waste 
here and the adoption of the best 
plans of distributing the food we 
have will permit greater shipments 
abroad. And it should be remem- 
bered that it is as important to ship 
food abroad as to ship airplanes, or 
tanks, or soldiers. Nor must we for- 
get the increasing quantities of food 
which must be provided for the rap- 
idly expanding armed forces of our 
own country. 


Anyone, therefore, who cuts down 
on his food supply without injuring 
his health is making a direct and 
valuable contribution toward the 
winning of the war. 

i 
Selfish Minority 

The hoarder, on the other hand, or 
the person who in any way violates 
the rationing provisions, is interfer- 
ing with the war as truly as if he 
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service. 


are obliged to make savings. 





Notice to Our Readers 


This week’s issue of THE AMERICAN OBSERVER is published in 
four pages instead of the customary eight. 
ply with the War Production Board’s order that all newspapers and 
magazines reduce their use of paper by 10 per cent. 


Next week THE AMERICAN OBSERVER will return to its eight- 
Occasionally, however, it may be necessary for us to make 
alterations in the paper so as to meet WPB requirements. 
these to a minimum and will, under all conditions, give the fullest possible 


We know our readers are aware of the fact that these reductions are 
made necessary by a national program to conserve paper, and that news- 
papers and magazines, including all those in the current history field, 
This is a wartime emergency measure in 
which all publishers and readers alike are willingly cooperating. 


This is being done to com- 


We shall keep 











threw a wrench into the machinery 
of a munitions plant. 

The fact is that too many Ameri- 
cans have shown a tendency to take 
advantage of every opportunity to 
obtain scarce foods and goods for 
themselves, regardless of the national 
interests. Such Americans are in a 
minority. Most people accept ration- 
ing gladly and conform honestly to 
the rules. They believe in rationing 
because it is the only fair means of 
distributing the necessities of life in 
a time of general scarcity. 

If scarce articles were not rationed 
there would be a general clamor for 
them. The demand would be greater 
than the supply, and prices would 
rise. They would rise to such a point 
that the poor could not buy the goods. 
The well-to-do would obtain them. 

Rationing is a democratic proce- 
dure in that it provides for distri- 
bution of goods according to need, 
rather than according to wealth. It 
is economical in that it prevents 
waste. It is just in that it does not 
permit the selfish to get more than 
their share. It is wise because it 
conserves the national supply of 
goods which are both scarce and es- 
sential, and thus it contributes to the 
winning of the war. 


Teachers and students may con- 
tribute to the success of the rationing 
program (a) by understanding its 
basic purposes, (b) by understanding 
the detailed processes by which it 
operates, (c) by using their influ- 
ence to encourage understanding and 
support of the program throughout 
their communities. 

The Office of Price Administration 
expects much of the schools and is 
anxious to enlist their wholehearted 
cooperation in furthering this im- 
portant part of the war effort. For 
that reason, the OPA has asked THE 
AMERICAN OBSERVER to devote a great 
deal of space this week to an explana- 
tion of the rationing program. We 
are glad to comply with that request 
and to cooperate with this program. 
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This Is 


1. Every eligible man, woman, child, and baby in the United States 
is being given War Ration Book Two. (This book will not be 
used for sugar, coffee, or shoes.) 


2. The BLUE stamps are for any kind of 


Canned or Bottled Fruits and Vegetables 
Canned or Bottled Juices and Soups 
Frozen Fruits and Vegetables 

Dried Fruits 


(The red stamps will be used in the near future to govern the 
rationing of meat. Details of meat rationing will be announced 
later.) 


3. The stamps in this book are POINT stamps. 
The NUMBER on each stamp shows you how 
many POINTS that stamp is worth. The 
LETTERS: show you WHEN to use the stamps. 
The year will be divided into rationing periods. 
You can use all BLUE stamps marked A, B, 
and C in the first rationing period. A, B, and C 
stamps cannot be used after the first rationing 
period ends. 





NUMBER 
SHOWS POINTS 


4. You must use the BLUE stamps when you buy ANY KIND of 
the rationed processed foods. See the official list, showing every 








ONLY BLUE A, B, and C STAMPS 
CAN BE USED IN Ist PERIOD 





kind of rationed processed food, at your grocers. Different kinds 
of these foods will take different numbers of points. For ex- 
ample, a can of beans may take a different number of points 
from a can of peas. 








(See Complete Official List at Your Grecers) Baby Foods 


5. Of course, the more of anything you buy the more points it will 
take. For example, a large can of peas takes more points than 
a small can. 


6. The government will set the points for each 
kind and size and send out an Official Table 
of Point Values which your grocer must put 
up where you can see it. The government 
will keep careful watch of the supply of these 
processed foods and make changes in point 
values from time to time, probably not 
oftener than once a month. The government 
will announce these changes when it makes 
them and they will be put up in the stores. 
The number of points for each kind of proc- 
essed food will be THE SAME in ALL 
STORES and in all parts of the country. 





OFFICIAL TABLE OF 
POINT VALUES 





Rationing Works 


7. The government has set March 1 as the day when this ration- 
ing will start. On or after that day, take your War Ration Book 
Two with you when you go to buy any kind of these processed 
foods. 








14 POINT 8 POINTS 
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YOU GIVE LESS POINTS 
FOR FOODS THAT ARE 
NOT SO SCARCE 


YOU GIVE MANY POINTS 
FOR SCARCE FOODS 


8. Before you buy, find out how many points to give for the kind 
of processed foods you want. Prices do not set the points. The 
government will set different points for each kind and size no 
matter what the price. Your grocer will put up the official list 
of points where you can see it. It will be in the newspapers. 
The points will not change just because the prices do. 





9. When you buy, take the right amount of blue 
stamps out of the book. Do this in front of 
your grocer or delivery man and hand them to 
him. The grocer must collect a ration stamp, 
or stamps, for all the rationed processed foods 
he sells. Every rationed processed food will 
take points as well as money. 


SHOW YOUR 
BOOK PLEASE 





10. Do not use more stamps than you need to make up the right 
amount. For example, if the food you buy calls for 13 points 
g it is better to tear out an 8-point and a 5-point 


stamp than two 5-point stamps and a 2- and a 1- 
point stamp. Save your smaller point stamps for 
maim 


low-point foods. You can take the stamps from 
more than one book belonging to your household if 
you need to. 

13 Poinle: 

11. Every person in your household, including children of any age, 
has a total of 48 points to use for all these processed foods for 
one ration period. This means that you may 
use ALL the blue stamps marked A, B, and C 
from all the books during the first period. You 
may use as many of ‘tthe blue A, B, and C 
stamps as you wish at one time. When they 
are used up you will not be able to buy any more 
of these processed foods till the next stamps are good. 


The government will announce the date when 
the next stamps are good. 





12. Use your household’s points carefully so that you will not run 
out of stamps. And buy with care to make your points come 
out even, because the grocer will not be able to give you change 
in stamps. Use high-point stamps first, if you can. 





You may use ALL the books of the household to buy processed 
foods for the household. Anyone you wish can take the ration 
books to the store to do the buying for you or your household. 





The point rationing system, explained above, will in no sense replace 
the straight coupon rationing system now in effect for such products as 
sugar, coffee, shoes, gasoline. The couvon rationing system may even be 
extended to other products for which it is better suited than the point 
rationing system. 

The point rationing system is a fairer and better system of rationing 
certain kinds of goods. The straight coupon system works well for products 
which are more or less standardized and for which there is no widely used 
substitute and the supply of which must be distributed equitably if justice 


is to prevail. Sugar and coffee and gasoline and shoes are such products. 

The point rationing system, on the other hand, applies to a variety of 
goods which are not standardized. For example, some people may prefer 
to use their “point values” to buy canned peas, whereas others may not 
care for peas but wish to buy more corn or tomatoes or a dozen other 
different products. If the straight coupon rationing system were used, 
each person would be allowed to buy so many cans of peas of a certain size, 
so many cans of corn, and so on, regardless of his personal taste. 
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Questions and Answers About Rationing 


Q. What foods are included in the new rationing program? 

A. Canned, bottled and frozen fruits and vegetables, fruit and 
vegetable juices, dried fruits, and all canned soups. These are known 
as “processed” foods, 


Q. Just what is a processed food? 


A. A processed food is one that has been preserved so that it will 
keep as long as it stays in its processed condition. Canned foods, 
for example, keep as long as they remain sealed; frozen foods as 
long as they remain frozen. 


Q. Are jams, jellies, and marmalades included? 


A. No. These are not gen- 
erally used interchangeably with 
canned fruits. 


Q. Why are foods that are 
not used extensively included in 
the rationing program? 


A. To preserve for consumers 
as wide a choice of foods as 
possible in spending their ra- 
tion points. 


Q. Is evaporated milk included 
in the new rationing program? 


A. No, canned milk is not be- 
ing rationed in this program. 


Q. May I exchange rationed 
processed foods with other con- 
sumers? 





H. & E. 
PRENTISS M. BROWN 
Administrator of OPA 


A. Yes, you may exchange, 
lend, or borrow the rationed 
products without using point stamps. But the regulations say that 
when you exchange, it must be for foods of equal point value. 


Q. My son is in the armed forces and has no Ration Book. What 
happens when he comes home on furlough? 


A. If he is on furlough for 7 days or longer, he presents his leave 
papers to your local War Price and Rationing Board. The Board will 
issue a Point Certificate, allowing enough points to cover his leave 
period. This Point Certificate will be accepted by your grocer instead 
of point stamps. All the points in the certificate must be used at one 
time; you cannot get “change” in stamps. 


Q. Suppose someone in the family is ill and must have more than 
the normal allowance of processed foods? 


A. Apply to the local Rationing Board for a Point Certificate. The 
Board will give you a form to fill out, stating why you need added 
rations; the form requires a doctor’s certificate, stating how much 
processed food you must have. 


Q. Is there any way in which I can buy processed foods in larger 
quantities than one ration period allows? 


A. Yes, there are two ways. The first way may be used by anybody. 
During the last week of each ration period you may use the stamps 
of the next ration period. By doing all your shopping during that 
week you can buy all the supplies you need for two periods at one time. 
This does not increase your point allowance; it is only an added con- 
venience for those who need it. 


The other way is for special cases and allows you to buy in even 
larger quantities at one time. Apply to your local Rationing Board. 
If the Board finds that because of transportation difficulties you would 
suffer hardship unless you can buy several months’ supply at a time, 
it may issue a Point Certificate. The Board will remove point stamps 
from your War Ration Book Two equal to the amount of points allowed 
on the Certificate, 


Q. What if I lose my Ration Book? 


A. Take care not to. If you can satisfy the local Board that it is 
lost, the Board may issue a new book. 





en 





Q. What is going to be done about people who have an excess supply 
of canned and processed foods on hand? 


A. Everyone applying for War Ration Book Two will be required 
to fill out and sign a “Consumer Declaration” form stating exactly 
the stocks of processed foods on hand. Book Two will have stamps 
removed for excess stocks and thus, in effect, will compel the appli- 
cant to use up these stocks before buying any more. Heavy federal 
penalties can be applied to those making’ a false declaration, 


Q. Does this “Declaration” mean that I will have to declare the 
fruits and vegetables I canned at home last fall? 


A. No. Nothing you have packed at home need be declared and no 
stamps will be deducted for these home supplies. It is expected, of 
course, that you will use your home canned goods instead of buying 
commercial products and thus help your government spread food 
supplies as widely as possible. 


Q. There seems to be some question about dried and dehydrated 
vegetables and things like dehydrated dog food. Are these covered 
by rationing? 


A. No. Only dried and dehydrated fruits—apples, peaches, and the 
like. Dry vegetables like navy beans, split peas, and lentils are not 
included. 


Q. What about chicken soup, canned beef broth, turtle soup, and 
other soups made of meat or poultry stock containing few, if any, 
vegetables? 


A. All canned soups are rationed, no matter what their content. 
But not dehydrated soups. 


Q. Why is not canned salmon 
and canned meat included in the 
present rationing program? 


A. Because ordinarily canned 
meats and fish are not used in- 
terchangeably with canned veg- 
etables. The present program 
was intended primarily to cover 
processed fruits and vegetables. 
Canned meats will be considered 
under the meat rationing pro- 
gram. 


Q. Will the housewife have to 
make an inventory of her canned 
goods by products—so many 
cans of peas, so many of beans, 
so many of cherries, and so 
on? H. @ E. 


JAMES F. BYRNES 
Director of Economic Stabilization 





A. No, she need report only 
the total number of cans that 
her household has on hand when rationing begins. 


Q. Can the housewife use the Ration Books of all the members of 
her family when she goes shopping? 


A. Yes, she may take along each Ration Book issued to members of 
her household, just as she now does in buying sugar or coffee with 
War Ration Book One. 


Q. Why does the government ration all of the listed canned foods 
together? 


A. If only the canned foods that are most scarce were rationed, 
consumers would rush to buy the unrationed foods which could be 
used instead. This would create shortages of the alternate foods, 
which would then have to be rationed after the supply had been 
seriously depleted. 


Q. What stamps in the new ration book are to be used for shoes? 


A. No coupon in the Book Number Two is used. Number 17 in 
Book Number One is the first coupon for shoes for the period ending 
June 15. 
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The Story of the W 


The War Fronts 


Germany’s once strong defense line, 
stretching from Rostov in the south 
of Russia to Leningrad in the north, 
is crumbling. Greatly weakened by 
the loss of town after town, the Nazis 
received a telling blow in the fall of 
Rostov, gateway city to the Caucasus. 
In one stroke, they lost their foothold 
in the Caucasus, left their defense 
line without a southern anchor, and 
placed their stronghold at Kharkov 
in further peril. Their hope of hold- 
ing that city, indeed, was slim. 

From the Pacific comes news of 
other Axis setbacks. United States 
forces are in full possession of Gua- 
dalcanal and the north coast of New 
Guinea, and the Japanese admit it. 

With the rainy season in North 
Africa near an end, the big drive 
against the Axis may come at any 
time. The strategy is in the hands 
of the new Allied command for North 
Africa which has placed all United 
Nations’ forces—land, sea, and air— 
under Dwight D. Eisenhower. He 
now wears the four stars of a full 
general, ranking with Chief of Staff 











Old story—new chapter 


BISHOP IN ST. LOUIS STAR-TIMES 


George Marshall and General Mac- 
Arthur. Although not actively en- 
gaged in this war, General John J. 
Pershing also holds the rank of full 
general. In addition to these four, 
there have been only eight other full 
generals in the nation’s history. 


Mobilizing Manpower 

Full use of the nation’s manpower 
is the goal of drastic and far-reaching 
moves now under way. Lacking the 
means with which to select and draft 
-men for war industries, the govern- 
ment is trying to achieve the same 
end by more indirect methods—the 
48-hour work week order, for ex- 
ample. 

In the 32 war production areas 
where a minimum work week of 48 
hours has been established, prac- 
tically all businesses and industries, 
with a few exceptions, must adjust 
to that schedule by March 31. The 
purpose is for them to get along with 
fewer workers, permitting their sur- 
plus employees to transfer to essen- 
tial war work. Those who remain on 
the payroll wili receive overtime 
compensation—time and a half for 
each of the eight hours above the 
legal 40 per week. Actually this 
applies only to industries covered by 
the wage-hour law, but other busi- 
nesses will have to comply if they 
hope to retain their employees. 

It is impossible to tell yet just how 
much or how little the extra pay for 
overtime will increase the danger of 


inflation—that is a matter of much 
controversy at the moment. The 
government will certainly “soak up” 
some of this money by obtaining it 
in taxes and through the purchase of 
bonds, but unless the government 
quickly applies stronger measures, 
such as compulsory bond-buying, 
much of the extra money is likely to 
be spent. 

Regardless of the effects on infla- 
tion, however, the 48-hour week 
order is accepted as one of the things 
that must be done to help solve the 
manpower problem. And it may fi- 
nally become necessary for Congress 
to enact a stringent manpower law, 
perhaps along the lines of the Na- 
tional War Service Bill which it is 
now considering. If this does become 
law, it will give the President broad 
powers to say where every man be- 
tween 18 and 65 and every woman 
between 18 and 50 can be of most 
service to the nation, 


Allied Leaders Report 


The world learned more about the 
decisions of Casablanea last week as 
President Roosevelt and Prime Min- 
ister Churchill addressed their re- 
spective nations on grand strategy 
for 1943. The President’s blueprint 
was revealed in a talk to the White 
House Correspondents Association, 
while Churchill gave his version di- 
rectly to the House of Commons. 

Both leaders stressed the United 
Nations’ determination to see the 
Axis completely crushed. President 
Roosevelt promised that the year 
would see harder blows struck at 
Europe itself, and hinted at a series 
of invasions. For his part, Churchill 
reported that progress is being made 
in the battle against submarines. The 
British leader pledged increasing 
support of .the Russian effort, and 
told of plans for arming Turkey. 

Although both speeches made it 
clear that the western theaters of war 
must come first, the Far East was not 
neglected. Reporting American gains 
in the South Pacific, the President 
promised ‘‘great and decisive actions” 
soon to be directed toward driving 
the Japanese out of China. Prime 
Minister Churchill emphasized Brit- 
ain’s determination to fight for un- 
conditional surrender of Japan as 
well as of Germany and Italy. 


Brazil Joins Up 


Shortly after President Roosevelt’s 
visit on the way home from Casa- 
blanca, Brazil announced adherence to 
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Fork in the road 


DOYLE IN PHILADELPHIA RECORD 











ACME 


MOUNTAIN OF FLOUR from Australia will help feed United Nations soldiers in the Middle East, 
Natives, including many women, are piling up the bags of flour “somewhere in the Middle East.” 


the Atlantic Charter and the United 
Nations pact and became a full part- 
ner in the war against Germany and 
Italy. With regard to Japan, Brazil 
maintains a neutral position similar 
to that of Russia. 

This move serves to tighten Latin- 
American bonds in the interest of 
hemisphere defense. All of the Latin- 
American nations except Argentina 
are now united against the Axis 
powers. Brazilian cooperation with 
the United: States has become very 
close. Brazil’s navy and her mer- 
chant shipping are coordinated with 
ours. _ All her defense forces stand 
ready for united action with our 
forces. 

The most important contributions 
Brazil will now be able to make to 
the American effort will be in the 
campaign against U-boats. During 
the President’s visit, he and President 
Vargas worked out plans for increas- 
ing Brazil’s part in this vital drive. 
Brazilian airfields are also expected 
to play an important part in future 
operations. Because of her geo- 
graphical position, Brazil has already 
proved important in ferrying Amer- 
ican planes to the European and 
Middle Eastern war zones. 


Bureaucracy Issue 


Along with its war against the 
Axis powers, the Seventy-eighth 
Congress, now in session, has been 
fighting another battle on the home 
front. Feeling that its rightful powers 
have been challenged by bureaucracy 
on one hand and an increase of presi- 
dential power on the other, it has 
set out to curb both. 

In repealing the $25,000 limit on 
salaries, many congressmen felt they 
were repudiating government by 
executive directive. To check the 
trend in this direction, the House of 
Representatives passed two resolu- 
tions. One gives the Appropriations 
Committee power to subpoena agency 
officials for closer inquiry before 
money is allotted to maintain gov- 
ernment bureaus. The other sets up 
a seven-man committee to investi- 
gate government agencies to deter- 
mine whether they have exceeded 
their delegated authority. 

At the same time, the House voted 
to continue the Dies Committee to 
investigate un-American activities. 
This group has been growing in 
power ever since its creation in 1938. 
Many government agencies and pro- 


New Deal congressmen have bitterly 
opposed it because of the officials it 
has tagged as radical. Many people 
feel that it has made this its objective 
rather than ferreting out true fascist 
and communist enemies of our form 
of government. 


Important Contest 


Organizing the postwar world for 
peace is the general theme of this 
year’s League of Nations Association 
contest for high school students. Any 
public high school student may enter 
the contest, which involves a nation- 
wide examination to be given March 
26, 1943. Study materials for the 
test are provided in two pamphlets 
which may be obtained by writing to 
the League of Nations Association, 8 
West 49th Street, New York City. 


National prizes of $400, $100, and 
$50 will be awarded to the winners, 
and in addition there are a number 
of college scholarships and local cash 
awards for successful contestants. 
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“The boss says that when he was a 
boy on the farm they had a mule that 
was just like one of the family.” 

“Yes, and I know which one.” 

—PATHFINDER 





“Is she progressive or conservative?” 

“I don’t know. She wears last year’s 
hat, drives this year’s car, and lives on 
next year’s income.” —LABOR 





You can believe it or not, but the 
story is going around that a detail of 
eight enlisted men was assigned to 
move the post library at Camp Davis, 
North Carolina. 

The men carried out the assignment, 
but left one book. 

Its title was: “You Can’t Take It 
With You.” —AP 





With America’s plane factories work- 
ing at top speed, the story is told that 
at one of them they built a plane in a 
dozen hours. Five minutes later a pilot 
took off in it, and six hours later he 
cabled: “Am in Australia. Please send 
motor.” —SELECTED 





He had never been outside the United 
States and neither had she, but both 
were recounting their experiences 


abroad. : 

“And Asia. Never shall I forget 
Turkey and India. Nor China—how 
TI loved it!” ’ = 


“And the pagodas—did you see 
them?” 

She held her ground. 

“Did I see them?” She powdered her 
nose. “My dear, I had dinner wi 
them.” —THE STANLEY WORLD 





